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Snow. The Snow,meIted by the heat of the Summer, other 
Saow being fain within a little while after, is hardncJ into Jce , 
which by little and little in a long tracft of time depurating it lelr' 
turns into a StonCjHot yeilding in hardnefs and cleamcfs to Cluyf- 
tall. Such Stones dofely Joyned and compatfted together com- 
pofe a whole Mountain , and that a very firm one-, though in 
Surr.mer-tireie the Country- people haveobfeived it tobuifta- 
funder.vvith great cracking. Thunder-like.- which is alfo well 
known to Hunters to their great cofl , forafmuch as fuch cracks 
and openings, being by the Winds covered with Snow, are 
the death of ihofe , that pafs over them. 

At the foot of thefe mountains are with great labour digg'd 
out Chryftals , which are found among other foffils, of two forts 
and colors 5 fomeofthem are darkifli and troubled, which by 
foraearecall'd-thcChryftal-ore, to be plenteoufly found in the 
afcent of Mount Gotthard 5 othet s tranfparent , very pure and as 
clearas Venice-glafsj fexangular, great and fmall; as in the 
mountains about yaUfta , and the Town calPd Urfelea at the foot 
of the Hill Schclenin they are digg'd out,, and fold at a good 
rate. Of this latter kind my Parents, four years agoe, tranf- 
mitted a very bigg and fair one to MiU» for 80. pound 
fterling. 

This is, what I have obferved about thefe Hills > What I 
fhall farther learn of the people ., inhabiting thereabout, to whom 
1 have written a month fince , 1 Ihau impart to you. 

In Se ft ember 166Z, 

Some ohfervAthm 
Coficernmglv^iXi , madehj ^n ingeaietts f erf on, that hath mar.) 
ftars rejidedin that C^ntry 5 as they were communicated in 
French biM. /? wh^r^'Ce they are thus Engltjl) dby the P»h- 
iifher-, rvbo fume mom- i f-'^e aceafiondthis Accemjit Is {ova 
Queries ,fent to that Traveller » 

I . ''Tr^He ^aponefeooMbi not at all of their Contry's being 
\ ixnlfland'y tliou^,hitbe feparnted from theGonti- 
ttent by fuch narrow Channels that noveflci of aoy confiderable 
bmthtn can pafs them. 
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3. The Air is there very falubrious , but of another temper on 
this, thanonthatfideof the Mountains, which divide y4/4». 
The Plague hath never been heard of there ; but the ftnall Pox 
and Fluxes are very frequent. 

3, Their Mountains are fertil alraofl to the very top. 

4 . There are found almoft all Euroj>ean forts of Fruit, Peach- 
es, Apricoks, Cherries, Prunes, Apples, Pears, and particu- 
larly Pipins , Bon Chretien-Pears. Befidesthefe, there is an 
infinity of other Fruit > but almolt none^but what is alfo found 
in fomepartor oxhtioi India. 

5f . Silver is there in its higheft perfedion,but not ufed in Trade? 
in which is feen nothing but Gold , and feme fmall coyn of 
Brafs 5 which latter they fpoile by refining it too much. Steell 
alfo is there very good. 

6. The temper of their Metals was formerly better than 'tis 
row ; but yet they makeCourtelas's or (hort bwords exceeding 
good. 

7. The great Mountain of ^frf/i^^ is higher than thtPico in 
Tenerijf-^mct being above 18. leagues diftant from the Sea-fide, 
it may be feen above 40. leagues offat Sea. There are 8, Ful- 
<r4«j or Fire- fpit ting mountains in ^f^/-^^ -, and you cannot goe 
into the Campagne, butyoudifcover oneoi other of them. 

8. There are many .Medicinal waters, and Hott- Springs there, 
which the Inhabitants ufe in their diftempers. They huve par- 
ticular MeJicines; but they let no Blood. They make much 
ufe of Caufticksjby applying upon forae nerve or other the pow- 
der of Artemifia or Mugwort , and Cotton, which theyfeton 
fire. They always drink their liquors warrae. 

p.There is fo great a ftore of Venaifon in ^apafi^that they care 
little for Cattle, though theiebeno want of them. Theyem- 
ploy moft Oxen for Ploughing-, and they make no Butter nor 
Checfe , nor are they Iove:sof Milk. They have great plenty 
of Corn and Rice, 

10. The ^jfcneje are proper enough of ftature , and not 
uncomely in featuress tiiey havefomewhat prominent bejly.s. 
They are exceeding a<^ive, and want no Judgement 5 they are 
alfo military and valiant. 

11. No Arts are to be met withamongfts them, that are 
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BOS known in Eurofe , except that of making Ldccd , of which 
there is fome fo fine and curious, that whereas in this Country 
one may buy an ordinary fmall boxe for 3. or 4. Crowns,one of 
the fame fizc, when made injapanof exquifite Lacca^ will fell 
for more than 80. crowns. The Author of this Accompt hath 
4. Cabinets of this workmanfliip, which he affirmes to have 
coft him above 40000 crowns , which he will not fell under 
80000. crowns. 

12. The Colours, with which they dye their ftuflfs, never 
fade. I have feen one of them, which our Fermillon and Coa- 
leur dtfiti come not near to. It is extracted out of a Flower, like 
to Saffron , and one pound of it colts an incredible price. To 
try , whether the Colour will not change by Lixivium or Lye, 
they apply an hot Iron to it; and if there it holds , they allure 
themfelves of the durablenefs of the Colour. 

13. They have Mathematicians amongft them, and believe 
ludiciary Aftrology, infomuch that the Grandees undei take no- 
thing without pre-confulting thofc, that make profelfion of 
the fame. 

14. ^a^M yeilds divers forts of good merchantable Commo- 
dities J but chiefly all forts of filken Stuffs , unwrought Silk, 
Amber , Precious Stones,Musk,Copper.Steel,Lack-work. 

15. The Country is very well peopled and exceeding rich, 
being exceedingly ftored with Gold-mines ; and I have feen 
fome of the Gold-ore, which of lo. ounces yeilded 8. of the 
hight ft finenefs , and pieces of the weight of 1 20. m^rks. 

16. Their Buildings are very good and commodious. The 
Appariments are all below on the ground , feparated from one 
another by partitions of Carton painted and guilt, which may 
be foulded and removed like Skreens. T^eir floors are covered 
with mattes, and fomtimes with filkcn fluff, embroiered vel- 
vet , and doth of gold. All their buildings are but one ftory 
high. 

17. T hey have no other conveniences to defend themfelves 
from Heat and Cold , but fuchasare ufual in Italy and Spaine, 

1 8. I hey ufe the diveitifements of Comedies, which are 
mo''e br;ive then thofc of Purofe. 1 he Spe(5lai0!S are about 2C0. 
paces d.ftant from the Theater, which being cover'd with a 
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vau!tj makes the voice of the Adors to be undeiftood to the ve- 
ly end of the Iheater. They love Huntingjand Gaming,as DicCj 
Caids , Chefs c^c. At a!l times of the day , and in all theii vi* 
fits they take Thea and Tobaao. 

I p. 1 Jiei L.ngu !ge isdtogerher different from the Chinefe i 
but their Piicfts, and Cf^o'tifans , that is, the Leain'd among 
ihera, vvliich bear the Offices of the Court, u iderfland the 
tongue of- thjc'iifi-ihim^ and by this means thzt Qi Tunquin, 
china ^ Corea &c. They write neither from the right to the 
left, nor from tilt left to the right, butdowneward, 

20, Their Government is Defpotique^ the Religion Pagm» 
the Chrift;;>n hated upon no other accompt , but thatforaeof 
thofe - that there profeffed it , would perfwade the ^aponefe to 
ncknowledg a Superiority above the dignity Royall, difpofing 
of Crowns and Scepters. Their Morals are very good, their 
faults being puniflVtas their Crimes , even Lying and Detradion, 
Their left hand is the more honourable, and they takehorfe oa 
that fide.. 

■ An Acccunt from Paris 
Concerning a great Metallin Burning Concave ^ and fome of the 
mofi confiderdbk EffeHs of it : Communicaltd bj [cverall 
ferfons ufon the fiace , where Trjals have been madt of 
n, 

IT is true , that Monfieur de Viletis of Lpris^ who for- 
merly made that Burning Concave, * which was of about 30. 
inches diameter (difpofed of to the King 
HefcribedAt large in Numb, of j)e}?mar k)huh made another , which 
■' ^ ^ IS larger , now under tryal here, h is 

©£34.. inches diameter , and melts all forts of Mettals, andl- 
roaitfdf of the thickaefs of a Silver-Crown, in kfs then 
a noinute of limej and vitrifies Brick in the fame jime- 
and- as for Wood, whether green or dry, it fets k on fire in a 
jiBoment, The King hath feen it and the performances of it with 
greatfatisfas!iion5 and his Majefly is likely to make it his, and 
and then to beflow it on his Royal Academy of Philofophers , 
&ii making, of farther Experiments with ir, Sofariky, 



